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IHE SE worde are, part of the 1 * a Debor hy, 

. £ompoled i in order 4 celebrate a great and important | 
Kae obtained by a few of the tribes of Iſrael, over the 
numerous | hoſt of Jabin king of Canaan. The land of Iſ- 
| racl had long been ſubje& to the depredations of this Gen. 
tile king; but Zabulun and Napthali particularly groaned 
under the weight of his Yoke,, Their condition muſt ſeem, 
the more deplorable, as they could entertain but little hope 
of relieving themſelves from the oppreſſion of 2 tyrant, 
who, according to. the ſacred. hiſtorian, had nine 17 8 
chariots of iron. Rouſed, however, at length, by th 
promiſes of deliverance made by the Propheteſs e 
the people voluntarily aſſembled, and by one deciſive effort, 
utterly deſtroyed, the army of the invader, and e 
auge more the bleſſings « of Peace, and, ſecurity, . 
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The words of the text have been ſelected for the preſent 
occaſion, not from an exact reſemblance of circumſtances, 
for, bleſſed be God, we of this nation have neither bowed 
under the rod of oppreſſion, nor experienced the horrors of 
invaſion, but merely to ſuggeſt the happy effects that have 
flowed, from the voluntary ſervices of even a few patriotic 
ſpirits, in ſeaſons of national difficulty and diſtreſs and 
more eſpecially to point out, the merit of that generous diſ- 
intereſted principle, which on ſuch occaſions leads men to 
ſtep forth in the ſervice of their. country; and facrifice the 
ſe] ag conſiderations of en W to ite public _ 
Patriotiſm has ever been held in the higheſt eſtimation, | 
and celebrated by the united applauſe of all nations, in every 
age. If we take a ſurvey of mankind, from the wandering 
tribes of the deſert, where the ſocial connection appears in 
its rudeſt form, to the regions of cultivated and well ordered 
ſociety; we ſhall invariably find, that the lover of his 
country, the warrior, and the hero, the man who has emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed himſelf for the care and defence of his 
own particular community, has always been conſidered as a 
public benefactor, and juſtly entitled to every mark of diſ- 
tinction and honour. So extravagant indeed was public 
gratitude i in this reſpect, among ignorant and idolatrous na- 
1 | tions, 
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ortalize, but even advance to the 


tons, 4 as. not 2 anon wor Coup 
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rank, of gods, an 1 5 7 e 


and cgnſider t them as. proper © objects 15 6 refigious . 
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Among the. Romans of old, the love 8 country was 


| ” yo 1120 : 57 a 1 3 
eſteemed; the natural a d yy proof of © reat fouf, ah and the 
ropge en of a mean ig noble 
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want of it as the ſt elt [ 
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eirtz. Ii ws cultivated therefore with an SHINE . 
dane e 9.995 ly Qretched heyond'all bounds of rea 
ſon and common ſenſe, but even made to countenance every 
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ad} of violence, imines; and oppreſſion, that. "could | ſerve 
to gratify, the. moſt unbounded, ambition, and loft for power. 


—Suca inſtances, however, a are only to De ' conlicere as 
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proofs, that the beſt qualities may be ' perverted, and applied 
to the worſt purpoſes : for nothing can be more obvious, 
than that true patriotiſm, ever regulated by. tl the eterpal laws 
of juſtice and humanity, is at once the et and ſecu- 

rity of any 6 0 <>. 2 oe 


18 us, 1 moment, - ſuppoſe 2 tate, in which the. lem 
bers were ſo utterly depraved, and ſunk in languor and wird 
minacy; or, if you pleaſe, ſo much influenced by the prin- 
ciples of a misjudging conſcience, as to be unable, or un- 
willing to provide for their ſafety and protection. It is evi- 
dent ſuch a ſtate, like an edifice built without cement, 
Yoo Gale ow ill; nition oils be een 
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yy be digjointed, 1 thrown down, by the firſt rude 
ſhock of violence. . Suppoſing no one bardy enough to ſtand 
forth at the hour of danger i in his country's cauſe; no one 
willing to expoſe his life in her defence, and reſiſt even to 
blood; it js evident the advantages of ſocial life, its peace, 
and happineſs, muſt immediately yield, to the ravages of the 
lawleſs invader. A ſtate, thus unprovided for its own de- 
fence, would not only be expoſed to the attacks of ambi- 
tious and enterprizing ſpirits; but would even challenge 
the inſults of cowards, and of the moſt abject of mankind. 
In a word; on theſe terms ©* the whole earth would be 
00 filled with violence, and the violent take it by force,” 


But perhaps it may be enquired, whether this virtue ſo 
highly revered among heathen nations, has an equal claim 


to the regard of Chriſtians. It may be faid, that ſuch a 
cloſe attachment to the intereſts of one particular commu- 
nity, cannot be reconciled to the dictates of a religion, that 
tells us our regards ſhould he as diffuſive as the human 
race; and that a ſtate of warfare and reſiſtance, cannot be 
thought conſiſtent with the pure ſpirit of the goſpel, which 
expreſſly commands us ** not to reſiſt evil, but rather give 
4% place unto wrath; never to avenge ourſelves, but if 
« ſtruck! on the right cheek, to turn the other alſo,” We 


are perſuaded the PR for which we plead, is ſtrictly 
reconcileable 


En 

reconcileable to the whole tenor of the Chriſtlan religlon.— 
It is true, we are taught in ſcripture to love even our 'ene- 
mies; and on all occaſions to imitate the ' benevolence of 
that God, who letteth his ſun ſhine on the evil and on th, 
*« 500d, and his rain deſcend on the juſt and on the unjuſt,” — 

But are we commanded to love all the race of men with the 
ſame meaſure, and degree of affection? It has been juſtly 
obſerved, that ſocial love and regard gradually ſpreads from 
relatives to friends, from friends to countrymen, and thence 
to all the world: ſtill weakening in its energies, as each 
circle of it recedes from the centre, and becomes more ex- 
panded. The human heart. is naturally thus influenced; 


and there is no precept of the goſpel, that gives Naſon to 


conclude that our affections, thus varying, according to re- 
lation and circumſtance, are ill regulated or miſplaced. 


And with reſpect to the precepts of mutual forbearance 
abovementioned, it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that they 
were deſigned, not to regulate the conduct of ſtates, but of 
individuals in the fame ſtate, in order to ſuppreſs the unruly 
paſſions of malice and revenge, and ſecure by the exerciſe 
of mercy and / forgiveneſs, the peace and happineſs of each 
other. They cannot, with any ſhew of reaſon, be ap- 
plied to thoſe maxims by which communities and kingdoms 
muſt of ſy be governed. But it may be inferred 
bas from 
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from various paſſages of ſeripture, that the genius of the 
Chriſtian, religion is ſo far from condemning the exerciſe. of 
public ſpirit, that it encourages and enforces, it, on better 
principles, and by more awful ſanctions, than -the heathen 
world could be acquainted with. Chriſtianity extinguiſhes 
in the heart all mean and ſelfiſh regards, and renders ug 
more alive to the impulſe of a generous diſintereſted ſpirit, 
It ſecures us from the allyrements of criminal pleaſures, - 
which at once enervate the body, and depreſs the. native yi- 


gour of the ſoul; by this means removing thoſe various 


obſtacles, that ſo often keep us back, when called to the 
ſervice. of our country. In the words of an eminent pre- 
late, “It commands us to love our neighbour, that is, or 
“ fellow-citizens as ourſelves; to ſeek their welfare in pre- 
1 ference to our own, where they happen to interfere; + 


* and, if it be neceſſary, even to lay down our lives for 


* their ſakes.f It inſpires us with every ſentiment that is 
«© noble, liberal, and difintereſted.; with that holy, and 
* ſincere, and rational love of our country, which ſpring- 


ing from the love of God, and the loye of man, knows 


% no other bounds but what they preſcribe, and acts of 


A Sermon preached beforethe Houſe of Commons, zoth of Jaxnvary, 1767, 
by the Rev. Dr. Porteous, now Biſhop of Cheſter. 


+ 1 Cor. 10. 24. 4 1 Jokn, 3. 4 1 
| « courle 


(399 
* courſe within a circumference wide enough to take in the 
: | real intereſts of any people, without invading (what 
e ought never on any pretence to be invaded) the common 
rights of mankind. Beyond n it is eng not 
* patriotiſm, to * r etrs 
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It ſeemed the more neceſſary to dwell upon this point, 
becauſe an ingenious but fanciful writer * has repreſented 
patriotiſm as a mere heatheniſh virtue, unworthy to be ranked 
among thoſe of a Chriſtian, as breathing a ſpirit contrary 
to the general philanthropy of the goſpel. But the writer 
evidently deludes himſelf with a ſpectre, on which he be- 
ſtows the name, but not the true character of patriotiſm. 
For as long as the tender charities of friend and relative 
ſhall be dear to our hearts, the advantages of ſociety worth 
our care, and the intereſts of religion truly valuable; ſo 
long will the love of country come powerfully recom- 
mended as equally the duty of the man, the citizen and the 


chriſtian. 


- a 
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The exerciſe of this virtue is by no means confined to 


particular circumſtances and preſſing exigencies. In the 
C 5 * ae 


@ Same Jenyns's Evidence of Chriſtianity, 
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days of peace and tranquility it ſtill operates, though in 2 
manner Jeſs conſpicuous, guided and directed in every duty, 
whether of public or of private life, by the uniform wiſh 
to promote the common good. But in times of national 
danger and alarm, when the enſigns of war are diſplayed, 
when the intereſt, perhaps the exiſtence of the ſtate lies at 
ſtake, and: life and property are no longer ſecure, then its 
exertions become proportionably more vigorous, and its 
ardour in 5 6 trend cauſe more warm and animated. 


1 \ 


And did not we of this nation, my Friends, lately experi- 
ence a fituation like that above deſcribed ? Were we not 
vnequally engaged in war with three powerful nations con- 
federated for our ruin? Were we not menaced with inva- 
fion, devaſtation, and bondage? At a time too when Britain 
was torn and diſmembered by the ſeparation and reſiſtance 
of a conſiderable part of her empire, and even internally 
convulſed by the ſtruggles of contending parties At 
ſuch an alarming criſis it might have been expected that the 
whole nation would have been rouſed into action, and that 
even a ſenſe of private intereſt would have concurred with 
public ſpirit, to meet the threatning ſtorm. But where, 
ive in the efforts of a few, did we behold the genuine 


marks of that patriotic virtue, once eſteemed the character- 
| | iſtic 
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iſtic of Britons? Whither was that ſpirit fled, which, on 
other occaſions, had ſo often humbled the inſulting foe, 
and vindicated a nation's. cauſe ?—Loſt, alas! and extin- 
; guiſhed in the lap of luxury and ſloth, or, where alive, 
burning with an unfriendly heat in the animoſity of party 
diſpute. | ; 1 

It will be urged perhaps in reply,. that where a regular 
and national defence is provided, there can be no juſt claim 
to the perſonal exertions of, individuals, unacquainted with 
the habits of a military life. —But, to give weight to the 
reply, ſhou'd not this regular defence be ſuppoſed adequate 
to the exigencies of the ſtate? The laws of our country 
have happily provided for the maintenance and ſupport of 
the poor, that they might not be left expoſed to the occa- 
fional and precarious ſupply of voluntary contribution ; but 
no well diſpoſed mind conſiders this as precluding the 
exerciſe of A charitable diſpoſition, when the means and 


opportunities are offered. No more can the eſtabliſhment of | 


4171 


A oe. he W ns af. even de up arms, to are 
againſt the efforts of a too powerful enemy. But in fact 
we were told, and that from the higheſt authority, that the 


military force of this kingdom was not judged adgquate to 
the 
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the preſſing occaſion ; and in conſequence an application 
was made to require, and in a manner moſt likely to 
influence every generous heart, our voluntary aid. The 
return made by the nation at large to this requiſition, can 
not be ſuppoſed to reflect much honour on the national cha- 
racter. In truth, does it not convincingly juſtify, this ge- 
neral concluſion, that our countrymen no lon ger inherit the 
virtues and the patriotiſm of their anceſtors } 


The ſentiments of ſome modern writers, give us a very 
gloomy proſpect, of the declining tate of the Britiſh empire 
we truſt the unfavourable picture i is, in many reſpects, over- 
charged. Yet the want of that public ſpirit, which, at 
former periods, has ſo much diſtinguiſhed the natives of 
this ifle, furniſhes us with too plain and melancholy a 
ſymptom of a ſinking ſtate, While the love of country 
prevailed at Rome, and every citizen felt his heart deeply 
intereſted in her glory, her empire was daily extended, 
and ſhe at length became miſtreſs of the world, But | 
when luxury and ſenſuality had debaſed the manly cha- 
racter, and extinguiſhed patriotic zeal, how ſoon did this 
mighty empire crumble to pieces, and fall a prey to the ra- 
vages of the barbarians of the North. -The ſame cauſes 
mult ever be productive of the ſame effects. If the preva- 

lence 
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lence of luxury, with its conſtant attendants, corruption of 
manners, and extinction of public virtue, have hitherto 
been deſtructive to other once flouriſhing . ſtates and king- 

Genn, they muſt at length prove fatal to Britain. * 


How far the bleſſings of peace may contribuns) to reſtore 
ſtrength and vigour to the ſtate, and prolong the term of its 
exiſtence, muſt depend on the uſe or abuſe of this providen- 

tial diſpenſation. Riches and abundance will be the probable 
| conſequence. O let us beware of their enervating influ- 
ence! and guard againſt a danger, the effects of which we 


have er too per W 1 


15 the conditions on which peace has been obtained appear 


humiliating and diſgraceful, they may, at leaſt, furniſh us 
with a leſſon of reproof for the paſt, and of caution for the 
time to come. Let us not be too much concerned that the 


Britiſh empire muſt now be confined within narrower bounds, 
rather let us reflect with confuſion, that this has been the 


natural effect of national depravity. Let us ſincerely recall 
and practiſe the virtues of the Chriſtian and the patriot ; and 
then we may reaſonably hope, under the bleſſing of provi- 
dence, that happineſs, vigour, and ſecurity will be reſtored 


to the land. EOS: 
| D But 
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. it though it may be obſerved with regret, that our late 
F rtions have not been proportioned to the exigencies of 
public affairs, and ſuch as might naturally be expected from 
a nation of freemen, and of Britons; yet the reproach can- 
not be juſtly extended to all. Many individuals have proved 
themſelves alive to the virtuous emotions of public ſpirit. 
And it is a tribute of praiſe juſtly due to the inhabitants of 
this town, to declare, that they ſtand firſt in the liſt of thoſe, 
who have exerted themſelves in ſtrengthening the hands of 
government. And you, my friends, in particular, ftepped 
forth at your fovereign's call, prepared, even by your per- - 
ſonal ſervices, to contribute to the national defence, at a ö 
time big with difficulty and danger. Animated with the wiſh 
to render your ſervices as beneficial as poſſible, you ſubmit- 
ted, with patience and perſeverance, to the rigid rules of mi- 
litary diſcipline, and devoted a conſiderable portion of your 
time to the uſe and exercife of arms. You very wiſely con- 
ſidered that undiſciplined bodies of men, however numerous, 
and active, form but a very ſlender barrier againſt the ar- 
tificial movements, and well-conducted efforts, of an invad- 
ing foe; and that to be prepared to repel an attack, is the beſt 
and only pledge, that hoſtile attempts will never be made. 


1 
1 2 
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Were it neceſſary to make any obſervations on the 
plan 
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Shi of your aſſociation, it might not be difficule to the, 3 in * W 

_ anſwer to thoſe, who affect to conſider it as dangerous and 8 
unconſtitutional; that it is more conſiſtent with chat ſpecies 
of national defence, which prevailed at the earlier periods of 

the Britiſh monarchy, than ſtanding armies of regular, or 
even militia corps. In thoſe days ſoldiers were, on any 
ſudden emergency, collected from the body of the people, 
and at the expiration of, perhaps, one campaign, reſigned 
the military character, and mingled again in the common 

' maſs of their fellow ſubjects. Thoſe of our gallant anceſ- 
tors who fought and conquered at Ereſſy, and at Agincourt, 
were chiefly men, well d6quainted with the uſe, but not en- 
gaged in the regular and conſtant profeſſion of! arms. But 


it will not be thought neceſſary to dwell upon this ſubject; 
your Aſſociation has received the ſanction of the Legiſlature; 


and whatever opinion may be entertained as to the expedi- 
; ency, no objeQtion c: can be juſtly made, to the legality of the 
meaſure, | | 3 2 


— 


There is every reaſon to believe that you SF, 5%, pepn.6 in, 
fluenced by the pureſt motives of promoting the public 
good. And yet that conduct, which i in. better times, would 

have been thought entitled to general applauſe, has lerved* ta, 


expoſe you to cenſure and detraction. It has been ſaid that 
a ſpirit 
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We oy 4 Muir of pride and ambition, has united you together. But 
"4 ſurely the ambition to be diſtinguiſhed i in a good cauſe, in 
4 the cauſe of humanity, of honour; and your country, can 
hardly be aſcribed to you as a crime: and in an eſtabliſhment 
like yours, little food can be furniſhed, to gratify a luſt for 
power. Pre-eminence and command, can be the lot only 
of a few; and even, that too ſuppoſes a pre-eminence in 
care and unwearied attention. 

The 1 has lately taken place in our pub- - 
lic affairs, removes every apprehenſion: for national ſafe- 
ty e ſhall at leaſt be ſecured from the inſults of our 
foreign enemies. But you may Rill render important ſer- 
vices to ſociety, by aiding the civil magiſtrate ; and by 
reprefling (ſhould unhappily an armed force be neceſ- 
ſary) the riot and diſorder of domeſtic enemies. But 
how tegular and guarded ſhould be the conduct of thoſe, 
who pretend to regulate the condu of others ? How 
peaceable thoſe, who profeſs themſelves the guardians of 
peace? In your circumſtances, preſume not too much on 
the indulgence of the world; but rather conclude that every 
inſtance of miſcondut will be heightened, and every act of 
imprudence magnified, through the medium of prejudice. 
Avoid therefore the very appearance of evil, and let not 


«ce your 


i + 


tz your good be evil ſpoken of.” © As. much as nech! inf . 
re if it be poſſible, live peaceably with all men.” Andi in 1 


ticular beware of indulging a peeviſh, froward, reſentful, tem- A * 


per. Becauſe you have added the military to your civil du- 
tics, adopt not therefore the leſs pleaſing part of the ſoldier's 
character, Who too often becomes, in the language of the 
Poet, © Jealous in honour, ſudden, and quick in quarrels.” — 
Believe me my friends, there is not a temper more averſe to. 
that of the Chriſtian, nor one indeed that is a greater bane to 
the pleaſures of ſociety, or bar to the freedom of friendly i in- 
tercourſe, than that fiery combuſtible ſpirit, that kindles into 
flame on every frivolous occaſion, and ſeems to watch for op- 
portunities of diſplaying ſuperior courage. But true courage, 
like charity, © is not eaſily provoked, | thinketh no evil." 
It is a cool, calm, and ſteady principle of action; rather deſ- 
piſes than fears the attempts of others, and never ſtrikes tilt 
the motive will fully A the blow. | Ir 


If I may be allowed to advert more particularly to 
the preſent occafion, permit me to remark that you 
ſhould conſider thę Standard, with which you have been 
this day preſented, as defigned, not to ſwell the parade 
of military array, and © mock the air with idle ſtate,” 


but as a Badge of honour, a Centre of union, and Pledge 
| E | of 


& — 4 , 
TIER Et ated 
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* Nef deity. ' Your preſent numbers are not Sinnen ben 
you can therefore expect to derive weight from nothing 
but the firmneſs of your union, and the exactneſs of your 
5 diſcipline; and this end cannot be obtained without a due 


ſubordination, and a prompt and regular obedience to the 
Authority of thoſe who command. To them you delegated 
this authority; and to obey, is only to reſpect yourſelves. 
They were the men of your free and un biaſſed choice; you 
are therefore bound by the ties of duty, and of honour, to 
pay them every neceſſary mark of reſpect. 2 


. 


Ge me leave to add another, and that an intereſting con- 
ſideration, and I have done. Vou are enliſted too under a . 
SACRED BANNER, the banner of the great CaPTAIN of our 
falvation ; and have ſolemnly engaged to become his faith- 
ful ſoldiers and ſervants, Let it be your conſtant care to 
diſcharge the duties of your ſpiritual warfare, and then, no 
doubt, you will be prepared, on every emergency, to quit. 
yourſelves like men. Let the ſpirit of Chriſtianity once pre- 
vailin your hearts, and it will invariably teach you the duties 


you owe to the public and yourſelves; and ſuggeſt, in every 
trying circumſtance, what prudence, juſtice and humanity 


May require. | 


But 


„ 


But you have been told, perhaps, that Cbeiſtiantty 1 os "MF 


productive of a weak puſillanimous diſpoſition, incapable, of 
vigorous. exertions and military proweſs. Believe not the 
idle inſinuation. Chriſtianity indeed juſtly abhors wan ton 
acts of violence, barbarity and bloodſhed, either among in- 
dividuals, or even contending ſtates; but, as we have before 
ſeen, does not repreſs the ardour of true patriotiſm; on the 
contrary, encourages and ſupports it. Does it ſgem proba+ 
ble that the good man, who goes farth ſupported by the 
confidence of a righteous cauſe, and of a conſcience void of | 
offence, and for whom death cannot therefore have extra- 
ordinary terrars, ſhould be leſs diſtinguiſhed in the field for 
his bravery and intrepidity, than the wicked and abandoned 
wretch, to whom death muſt appear the moſt dreadful of 
all evils, and who can be ſupported by nothing but a blind 
brutal courage, ſtrengthened by habit, and the abſence of all 


thought? 


Be aſſured, the virtues of the nity character, e 
raiſed and exalted, can never become truly amiable, or 
equally beneficial to ſociety, unleſs improved and adorned 
by the graces of the Chriſtian: but, what is of infinitely | 
more importance, without theſe, which are the true orna- 
ments of; the ſoul, you can entertain no reaſonable hope, of 

ſecuring 


(#4) 
Macs the favour os: God, and the rewards! of besch. 
| Your earthly warfare muſt ſoon come to a period ; it would 
therefore be the height of folly to pay all your attention to 
the concerns of the preſent world, of a country that muſt 
e'er long be relinquiſhed, and neglect the infinitely ſuperior 
intereſts of an enduring country, and of a ſtate that will never 
end. How happy and enviable muſt be the clofing ſcene of . 
the Chriſtian hero, who can with rapture cry out in the lan- 
guage of the apoſtle, ' have fought the. good fight, I baut 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the \ faith. Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crawn of righteouſneſs, which the Lord tha 
righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that day ; and not to me * 
but unto all them alfa that _ hrs appreringe | N 


0 Ni On ON 
Pact 7, line 5, for part read a part. 


9. 16, for armament read ornament. 
11, G, dele and regard. | 
I2, 8, for pleaſure read pleaſures. 0 * 
14, I, for * read un. | 
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